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Introduction 
This paper outlines an agenda of research on teachers and schools utilizing NCES' 
Schools and Staffing Survey. SASS is an unusual education survey. Unlike most major 
large-scale nationally representative surveys, SASS does not focus on students, nor on feature 
measures of student achievement and student outcomes. Instead, SASS focuses on teachers and 
schools. Indeed, it is probably the largest and most comprehensive survey of teachers in 
existence. SASS consists of linked surveys of schools, districts, principals, and teachers. It has 
obtained a wealth of information on teachers-their backgrounds, training, attitudes, 
behavior-and on schools-their principals, working conditions, contexts, characteristics, 
processes, and climate. 
NCES developed SASS in the late 1980s in order to gather and analyze information on a 
number of crucial education policy issues. This paper revisits these purposes and rationales. It 
reviews what SASS was originally intended to accomplish and the kinds of studies, analyses, and 
projects SASS was designed to support. This paper does not, however, seek to evaluate or 
catalog existing SASS-based research. Its primary purpose is to revisit the genesis of SASS in 
order to provide an agenda and outline of research issues that SASS data could be used to address 
in the next several years. The objective of this paper is to review the purposes of SASS in order 
to guide and assist NCES in its planning for the future of SASS. 
This paper begins with a brief review of the background and rationale for SASS. It then 
summarizes some of the features and strengths of the design of SASS. Finally, it turns_ to a closer 
examination of the kinds of specific studies that have been and could be undertaken utilizing 
SASS data. ·1 


































